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A SHORT LIFE OF THE AUTHOR.

B ——]

Pandit Sasadhar Tarkachuramani, the great
exponent of Sanatan Dharma, the eminent
scholar, thinker, savant ; the renowned expounder
of Hindu religion and culture ; the acknowledged
leader of the Hindu Revival movement during
the last quarter of the Nineteenth Century was
born in an orthodox Vaidik  Brahman family at
Paranpur in the district of Faridpur (Bengal) in
the year 1851. The family had its original stock
in Kotalipara in the same district which is the
famous seat of Sanskrit learning, and claims as
one of its eminent scions the great Vedantic
scholar and saint Madhusudan Saraswati, cominen-
tator of Srimad Bhagabad Gita and author of a
good many treatises on Vedanta Philosophy.

Pandit Tarkachuramani was born of poor
parents. His father Haladhar Vidyamani was
also a good sanskrit scholar but of moderate
means. In his early ycars the boy received his
education in Vyakaran, Kabya and Nyaya
philosophy in a #ole of Vikrampur in the district of
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Dacca. But before he could finish his education,
he lost his father and the burden of maintaining the
family fell upon his shoulders. But Pandit Chura-
mani, as we shall call him,* with his inborn talents
and extraordinary memory, mastered the ditferent
branches of the shastras within a very short time.
While he was hardly above his teens he attracted,
by his profound scholarship and religious devotion,
the attention and revercnce of Rai Bahadur Annada,
Prasad Roy, a Brahman Zamindar of Derhampur
in the district of Murshidabad, who appointed him
as his family Pandif. Pandit Churamani lived
in his house at Berhampur on the bank of the
Bhagirathi and fnade the best use of his time by
a morc thorough study of the shastras. Dr. Ramn
Das Sen, another Zawindar and a literary man
of DBerhampur had a good library. Pandit
Churamani took full advantage of it in order to
quench his thirst for knowledge. 'I'his inordinate
thirst for acquisition of knowledge was a predo-
minent trait in his character. Whatever he learnt
he had the power to assimilate within a short
time. He could by deep thinking, solve many an
abstruse problem o1 philosophy and religion,
whlch baflled the mtellect of many scholars. This

* The Bluzqu Sam hita (%771 wifgar) horoscope of the
Pandit describes him as “‘qfegqat foQwha:” |
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whole-hearted devotion to the Goddess of Learning
tasted throughout his long life. He studied books
of Anatomy and Physiology in Bengali translation
and even attended the Dissection room of the
Belgachia Medical College in Calcutta to see
with his own eyes the different parts of the
human body. Although he did not know English,
he could easily understand the substance of the
language hearing others talk.

After some years he accompanied the Rai
Bahadur Zamindar to Benares, the greatest seat
of Hindu learning and orthodoxy in India. He
took the opportunity to give a finishing touch to
his education and study of Hindu Philosophy.
He studied the Upanishads with a Dandi Swami
of renown, a follower of the Great Sankaracharya;
Pandit Churamani also was his follower and
accepted Adwaitabad as his creed.

But although he accepted the creed *=isga”
(So-ham), ‘et aaska” (Aham-Brakmasmi),
“asd wlerg ag” ( Surbam-khalwidam Brahma )
i.e. He and I are one, I am Brahma, All is
Brahma—these ideas were according to him the
ultimate goal of a Vaidantic ; but in daily prac-
tice he must follow the tenets of the dual system
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of philosophy (g'aare), for as long as he lives
and moves in this phenomenal world (arfas sna)
he cannot divest himself of the worldly ideas and
fcelings ; he must accept as true, for the time
being, what he sees, hears and feels ( the wiffwrfas
@ )—he must not pretend to dive into the depth
of the arafis @ (the noiimenal existence), which
is only possible in a state of fafywsy amtfa (Nird:-
kalpa Samadhz).

It is for this reason that the Adwarita-bad:
adopts in his daily life the praclice of aqm and
gwrt ]RAC (Seguna and  Sakar wupasana).
Pandit Churamani also practised sakar-upasana
and was a great devotce (ww). He was a Salta
{(m® ) and used to worship God as the Divine
Mother, like Ram Krishna Paramahansa, the great
saint of Dakshineswar near Calcutta, who was
his contemporary. The Paramahansa had great
regard for the Pandit, who was also devoted to
him. They would often meet, and revel in devo-
tional topics. Tears would trickle down the
cheeks of the Pandit while listening to the devo-
tional songs of Paremahansadeva in praise of
Goddess Kali.

After their stay at Benares, Rai Bahadur
Annada Prasad came down to Munghyr, where
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he had a house and Pandit Churamani accom-
pained him. It was here, that he got an inspiration
for the great mission of his life, for which his
preparations were finished viz : the great task of
Hindu revival.

But before we proceed further, it is necessary
to take stock of the condition of Bengali society
at the time. After the advent of the British in
India English education, HKuropean ideas and
foreign culture gradually made inroads upon the
Hindu Society and Bengal took full advantage of
them, perhaps more than any other Province of
India. Christianity followed in the wake of
European Civilization, and Christian Missionaries
began to preach doctrines wholly antagonistic to
the prevailing ideas and practices of religion.
Schools and Colleges for imparting ISnglish edu-
cation were established in Calcutta, and youngmen
versed in English literature and philosophy, and
quite innocent of the ancient learning and culture
of the land, began to look askance at their ances-
tral belief and practices which they called supersti-
tion. English Professors like Dc Rozario and
Richardson of the Hindu College, who were
masters of English literature and eminent teachers,
earned immense popularity with these youngmen,
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but at the same time taught them to rebel against
the current social customs and usages. Moreover
they planted in their young minds the roots of
scepticism, aguosticism and atheism. This was
going on during the first quarter of the 19th
Century, when Raja Ramm Mohan Roy took
the field.

Raja Ram Mohan was wellversed in the Bible,
the Koran and the Upanishads and studied Vedanta
philosophy. He was alarmed at the religious
downfall of the Hindus and the shock given
by the Christian Missionaries to the foundation
of the society. In order o counter-act the effect
of their teachings, and to bring back the minds of
the educated youngmen to the fold of Hinduism, he
bagan to preach Brahmo doctrines, 7.e. the essence
of Vedanta in the garb of Christianity. As laid
down in the Upanishad, he taught “gsdzsfgatag?
—which means, there is only one existence ; but
Raja Ram Mohan, interpreted it to mecan that
there is only one God without a second, thereby
aiming a blow at the myriads of Gods and
Goddesses, worshipped vy the Hindus. Like the
Missionaries he declaimed against the worship of
“stocks and stones” in the Hindu temples and
shrines, and railed at Siva, Vishnu, Kali, Durga
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&c whom the Hindus worship as different aspects
of Brahma, not to speak of the incarnations
(avatars) like Ram Chandra and Srikrishna. Thus
there was a common platform established between
the Raja and the Missionaries in their crusade
against the Mindu religion. But soon a great
rivalry broke out resulting in a serious cleavage
between them.

During the early efforts of the Missionaries a
good many educated youngmen had cmbraced
Christianity, such as Krishna Mohan Banerjee,
and others. But later on, the Missionaries found
to their great chagrin that the educated and
enlightened portion of the society began to follow
the teachings of the Raja in preference to the
teachings of Christianity, and the number of
converts among the educated classes began to
dwindle down. There was then a pitched battle
between Raja Ram Mohan and the Missionaries.
The Raja wrote a good many treatises against the
preachings of the missionaries which turned the
minds of young Bengal against Christian doct-
rines. Thus the Brahmo Samaj was founded by
the Raja to counter-act the influence of Christianity.
Bust in order to make some sort of compromise, he
adopted the method of Christian worship i. e.
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congregational prayer once or twice in the week in
a Prayer Hall like the Christian Church ; he pro-
claimed the superiority of individual reason to
wiga¥w i e. belief in the infallibility of the
Vedas or teachings of the Rishis; he preached
the equality of all men irrespective of birth ; he
rebelled against the inborn superiority of the
Brahmans and the prevailing caste-system ; he
took steps to put a stop to such inhuman customs
as the burning of the Hindu widows on the
funeral pyre of their husbands &e. The establish-
ment of the Brahmo Samaj marked a great epoch
in the social and religious history of India.

After the Raja’s death, Maharsi Debendra Nath
Tagore and his disciple Brahmananda Keshab
Chandra Sen took up the cause, and by their
earncst efforts and constant teachings spread the
tenets of the Brahmo religion among the Knglish
educated people of India. Another great reformer
Pandit Dayananda Saraswati had already begun to
preach against the so-called idolatory of the
Hindus in the Punjab, and his great influence
spread over Upper India. But unlike the Brahmo
preachers, he adopted some forms of Vedic worship
1. e. havan (ga7) which the Brahmos declaimed as
idolatory.  Still these two great forces joined
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hands from opposite directions of India in order
to crush Hinduism. Swami Dayananda had many
followers, and he founded the Arya Samaj.

Both Raja Ram Mohan and Pandit Daya-
nanda in their inordinate zeal to preach the
teachings of the Vedas and Upanishads, as they
understood them, completely ignored the evolution
of religious thoughts, which taking their root in the
Vedas had in the course of centuries spread many
branches in the shape of the Purans, the Smrities,
the Tantras according to° the exigencies of
time, and power of understanding and inclination
of the devotecs. They completely brushed aside the
worship of Awatars ( incarnation,) like Ram
Chandra and Srikrishna which had enthralled the
minds of millions of people for centurics ; and the
worship of Siva, Durga, Kali, Ganapati and
other Deities which appealed to the masses and
inspired them with devotional feelings. The
great Bhakt: cult taught by Srimad Bhagabat,
Vishnu Purana and other Vaishnab literature
which was a source of inspiration to Chaitanya
Deva was nowhere to be found in the teachings
of Raja Ram Mohan or his followers; but it should
be acknowledged that the Raja had studied some
of the Tantras and quoted their slokas in his
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arguments against current Hinduism. Keshab
Chandra Sen also in his after life was drawn
towards Bhakti, specially by coming in contact
with Ram Krishna Paramahansa.

However, the teachings of the Brahmo Samaj
spread far and wide in the country. Brahmo
houses of worship were established not only in
Calcutta but in many towns and important
villages in the interior. DBrahmo preachers were
invited to preach among the masses. The ortho-
dox Hindus, who were bewildered and unable to
hold their own against the onslaught, began to
bo pushed into the background. National culture
was held up to ridicule. Blind imitation of the
west was considered to be the height of wisdom.
The very name of “Hindu” excited contempt
among the educated classes. IEven the school
boys imbibed the Brahmo doctrines and out-
landish ideas which became the fashion of the day.
Many young boys in their zeal to join the Brahmo-
samaj cut asunder all family ties, and floated
a drift in the sea of life. On the whole, Hindu
society seemed to be in a tottering state and it
was the dream of the Brahmo preachers that
in the course of a few years Hindu temples would .
be razed to the ground and Brahmo churches
would be built in their place.
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When Hindu society was in this state of dis-
intigration, Pandit Tarkachuramani received some
thing like a divine inspiration to come to its rescue.
At that time Babu Bankim Chandra Chatterjee
was the acknowledged head of the educated
community in Bengal. He is known as a great
novelist, but to say this, it is saying too little
of his literary attainments. He was in fact a
versatile genius ; literary culture of both West
and East met in him in the highest degree. It
was he, who brought the Bengali language to
the fore-front of the literary ‘world by his many-
sided activities,. He was surrounded by a galaxy
of literary men who contributed to the Banga
darsan, a first class monthly magazine edited
by him. Bankim Chandra was not, however, im-
pressed by the preachings of the Brahmo-samaj
and he kept aloof from the movement. On the
other hand, he was a great admirer of Hindu
religion, and studied carefully the Mahabharat,
Bhagabad Gita and other religious books. Subse-
quently he wrote a commentary on the Gita in
Bengali. He was an ardent devotee of Sri-
Krishna whom he considered to be an Incarna-
tion of God.

While staying at Munghyr, Pandit Tarka-
churamani made the acquaintance of Sri Krishna
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Prasanna Sen, who was a good orator and an
advocate of Hindu religion. He had already
begun an agitation and Pandit Churamani at
once made up his mind to join the movement.
He started for Calcutta, the great centre of all
social, political and religious movements. On the
way Le made the acquaintance of Babu Indra Nath
Bancrjee, a famous lawyer of Burdwan and also
a great literary man. Indra Babu was very much
impressed with the religious discussion which
he had with the Pandit at Burdwan and he consi-
dered him to be the fittest person to lead the
Hindu agitation. 1lle brought the Pandit to
Calcutta and introduced him to Bankim Chandra
and his literary circle, of which Indra Babu was
a prominent member. They welcowed the Pandit
very warmly and appointed a day to hear his
discourse. They were very much impressed with
his exposition of the Hindu shastras, and some
of them were then and there converted to his
views, as Babu Chandra Nath Bose has frankly
written in his own life story. Bankim Chandra then
took the lead and arranged for public meetings
in Calcutta to hear the learned discourses of the
Pandit, and he himsclf presided over the first
meeting which was held at the Albert Hall. The
Bangabasi weekly paper owned by Babu Jogendra
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Chandra Bose was then the most popular paper
in Bengal, and Indra Nath was (so to say) its
“Friend, Philosopher and Guide.” Indra Babu
made this paper the mouthpiece of Hindu religion
and the lectures and writings of Pandit Churamani
being published in the Bangabasi were circulated
throughout the Bengali speaking districts. The
educated public of Calcutta found new light in
the discourses of Pandit Tarkachuramani and
they were very much delighted to hear from
his lips the truths underlying the Hindu shastras
and mode of worship which were supported by
the western science and philosophy. The lectures
of the Pandit continued week after weck in
Calcutta and people flocked to hear him with
great ardour and zeal. He was also invited to
preach in the interior from one end of Bengal
to the other and in this work he was assisted by
Sri Krishna Prasanna Sen and some other learned
Pandits. In this way a reaction set in, and
changed the trend of thought in Bengal within a
few years. The re-action also exercised a great in-
fluence on the Bengali literature of the time.
Bankim Chandra himself wrote some latter day
novels—Devi Chowdhurani, Sitaram &c.-expound-
ing the doctrines of Hindu culture as outlined
in the Gita ; he wrote a life of Sri Krishna, and
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a philosophical work named Dharma-tatiwa.
He also issued another monthly magazine named
Prachar, which contained many articles on
Hindu religion.*

Another high class monthly magazine named
Nabajiban was brought out and edited by Babu
Akshoy Chandra Sarkar another intimate friend of
Bankim Chandra and a great literary man of the
time, upholding the cause of Hinduism. Babu
Chandra Nath Bose, a famous writer of Bankim
circle wrote Hinduttwa and other works ex-
pounding the doctrines of Hindu culture. Besides
Bangabasi some other weekly magazines were
founded which exercised a great influene on the
society. The theatres of Calcutta began to play
many religions dramassuch as Prahlad Charitra,
Dhruba Charitra, Budha Deva, Nimai Sannyas
&c written by eminent dramatists, which drew
crowded houses and thus helped to spread Hindu
religion. Mr. Ramesh Chandra Dutt I. C. S. had
translated the Rigveda into Bengali, and follow-
ing the European scholars, he expressed the view

*It should be noted here that Bankim Chandra
stated in this magazine that the strictly orthodox
ideas on food and drink as taught by Pandit Sasadhar
Tarkachuramani were not essential parts of Hinduism
and in this respect he dissented from the Pandit.
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that the Vedas contained nothing but songs or
hymns of the first Aryan settlers and peasant
cultivators in praise of the natural phenomena
such as the sun, moon, fire, lightning which
excited the wonder of their ignorant mind.
Pandit Churamani very ably refuted the theory
and said that the Rigveda was the great store-house
of scientific and philosophical truths “seen’ by the
Great seers called Mantra-drasta (w3 g€r) Rishis,
which the later discoveries of Kuropean scholars
are by and by confirming.

The above accountis taken from an article
written by an eyewitness, the late Dr. Dina Nath
Sanyal Rai Bahadur, retired Civil Sugeon, which
appeared in the Manasi and Marmabant monthly
magazine shortly after the death of Pandit
Churamani in 1928.

There were three or four chief planks on which
the Brahmo samaj was built, and Pandit Chura-
mani by his criticism knocked the bottom out
of them.

(1) They culled the doctrine “qsdmsfigdtay”
trom the Upanishad which Raja Ram Moban Roy
interpreted to mean that there is only one God
without a second, although in the Upanishad
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it was used in the sense that there is one
existence only—Brahma and the rest is Maya
“smay’”’. This expression the Brahmos found handy
to knock down the myriads of Gods and Goddesses
which the Hindus were supposed to worship in
place of one God. Pandit Churamani interpreted
the expression in the Vaidik sense which was
also accepted by Sankaracharya. He ex-
plained that the Hindus also worshipped one
God, and the thirty-three millions of Gods and
Goddesses were like the hundreds of millions of
waves of the limit-less ocean. Brahma is abso-
lute and eternal and as such He is beyond our
comprehension,—‘‘smgaaamawy’ “aar arat faada
warw wawr agf”’—He is beyond our thought and
speech. But as the ocean is known by its waves
which are inseparable from it, so is Brahma or
Iswara worshipped through the millions of Deities,
who are but different manifestations of and
inseparable from Him.

(2) The second plank was this : God is the
Supreme Being—the Great Personality ; but He
is without shape or form, He is Nirakar; He
pervades the Universe. The Hindus ascribe
shape and form to Him and thereby make him
a finite being. Pandit Churamani argued : It
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is quite true that God is Infinite; but we are
finite beings, we cannot conceive the Infinite
without giving Him a shape and form like our-
selves. arahma is Nirakar as well as Niurgun—
without form and without attributes, and as
such, Brahina is beyond our thought and beyond
worship ‘“#¢ afgegema —ufa:. We can only
worship Him, when He assumes some shape
and form and attributes with the help of His
Maya, when He is called Iswara. We can then
approach Him as a Personality. But in this state,
He has gun ( attributes ) as well as rup ( shape ).
We cannot conceive a Being, a Person, having
attributes without having a certain form. But the
Brahmos ascribe all sorts of guns (attributes )
to Him—they call Him All-powerful, All werciful,
All-knowing &c—their only objection is to call Him
Sakar and to recognise certain shapes and forms in
Him. To us human beings, mind without a body is
unthinkable. But the question is, has God actually
a body like ours ? Yes, the Universe is His body,
so He is called fauz gge: in the Vedas. The
mind and body as conceived by us, the different

shapes and forms of the devatas whoin we wor-
ship, are part and parcel of the famez gew: the
Universal body and mind, and are pervaded by
Him. 8o while worshipping the different forms
( %a1: ) we worship Him only.
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(3) But the Hindus do not worship God,
argued the Brahmos, they only worship the idols
made by them and also “Stocks and stones” as
the Christian Missionaries said. Pandit Chura-
mani replied—*'T'his is not true. The images are
worshipped by the Hindus, not as images, but as
representations of the different aspects or mani-
festations of the Divine Being—just as the statue
or picture of a man is adorned with wreaths of
flowers with the object of showing respect, not to
the statue or picture, but to the person whom
they represent. At the same time when God
is all-pervading, He 1is also immanent in the
image or idol, and He is therefore worshipped in
it. The Brahmos admit the presence of God
everywhere, but they deny Idis presence intheidol.
As to the “stocks and stones,” they are mere
symbols and arec never worshipped as such. The
Englishmen salute their National flag, the Union
Jack. Do they thereby show their respect to the
picce of cloth hoisted as the flag or they treat it
as a symbol representing the British nation ? The
mantras used by the Hindus in their worship show
unmistakably whor- they worship. Thus while
pouring water on Salgram, a small ball of stone
used as a symbol of God Vishnu, they cite the
following mantra of Rigveda-Purusha-sulkta :—
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% wgaTigl gEy: GEATA: ATHII |
g 4fy edalgm ww faeniges 1

I worship the Purusha—the Great Personality,
who has thousand heads, thousand eyes, thousand
fect, who pervades the Universe &c.

(4) DBut how are the images formed ? Are
they conceptions of the human mind ? It is laid
down in the Shastras :—

“qiaerai fgamta agat gvsegar )

Here the word “ssaat” does not mean im-
agination of human mind, it means that Brahma
assumes forms for the benefit of the devotees
(®wift wdt), so Brahma Himself assumnes the differ-
ent shapes and forms as required by the ardent
devotees. And why should Hec not ? He has
unlimited powers, He is Mayadhish ( ataiin: ) the
Master of the Maya ( &wr ), with the help of the
Maya he can assume any form He likes, as He
states in the Bhagavat Gita

“gxfy exafag asaTeqrerqivar’

(5) But it should be noted that an outward
image is not indispensable in Hindu worship. The
mental image according to the “sqq’ of the
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particular Deity as described in the shastras is the
real thing; it is represented by an outward image
either in clay, stone, line or colour, for the benefit
of the devotee. In this way Art is a handmaid
to religion and there has been great improvement
of art in all countries through the patronage of
religion as in the Roman Catholic world, ancient
Greece and Budhistic countries.

(6) It should also be remembered in this
connection that according to the Knglish philo-
sophers, the human mind is incapable of thinking
anything except in terms of time and space. It
can conceive nothing but images. We cannot
think of God except in the form of an image.
Even an abstract idea such as “kindness” is
quite unthinkable except as a concrete form of
kind act. So the All-merciful, All powerful, Al-
mighty is conceived by us as an image of a
Person wielding irresistible power and all-embrac-
ing mercy. Add to this the image of a demon
i.e. evil in human shape, whom the Person is
vanquishing. Thus is formed the image of
Goddess Durga in our mind, which has been
subsequently represented by animage made of clay
or stone for the benefit of the mass mind. Human
mind as it is constituted does not remain content
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with abstract ideas. It forms images according
to its predilection. Thus Gautama Buddha had
preached certain abstract ideas and rules of
conduct as his religion. But they did not satisfy
the mass-mind, so they formed an image of
Buddha himself and began to worship him as God
through the image. They also borrowed from the
Hindus innumerable forms of Gods and God-
desses such as Tara etc which they worshipped.
Thus was formed the sect of Tantrik Boudhas.

Likewise, the abstract teachings of the Brakmo-
Samaj, although they appealed at first to the
highly educated few, did not really give them
satisfaction and appease their mental craving.
They did not at all appeal to the masses. So
this inborn weakness of the Brahmo cult was
the real cause of its downfall. Pandit Chura-
mani only brought it out and held it up with
his lucid exposition and persuasive eloquence.
His discourses were full of cogent reasoning and
strictly logical arguments; they were supported by
apt quotations from the Upnaishads on which the
Brahmo preachers had laid great stress in pre-
ference to other shastras. He enliveued his
exposition of wiw a&mamr by citing instances of
Bhaktas and saints who had santified this land



—_ 929 —

of ours by their devotion, and speaking of them
the speaker could not restrain his tears which
produced a similar effect on the appreciative
audience.

In this way Pandit Churamani worked for
about 10 years and within this period he succeed-
ed in turning the tide completely throughout
Bengal. Many confirmed Brahmos left the
Brahmo Samaj and returned to the fold of Hindu-
ism; many waverers became true believers of
Hindu doctrines ; and those Hindus who had
not left the practices of the old religion but
did not rcally understand their significance,
were re-assured with reasoned satisfaction.
Dharma Sabhas were established at the head-
quarters of many districts for the religious train-
ing of the younger generation and young boys
tflocked in numbers to hear the lectures of Pandit
Churamani and other lecturers who were invited
to attend from tire to time. It was at this time
that the seed of nationalisn was sown by the
Pandit in the minds of the younger generation
in respect of national dress, national manners
and custorns and use of the mother tongue in our
daily conversation which had degenerated into
a mixed dialect, i.e. Bengali interspersed with
Eunglish words.
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Pandit Churamani wrote a book named
Dharma byakhya (a8 smTm), a wholly original
work on Hindu philoéophy and religion. He wrote
another book named Bhaboushadh ( wdiea) in
which he lucidly explained the process of =fw®
argar.  He also wrote Sudhan-Pradip (qraa agiq)
in which he dealt with many abstruse principles
of worship. Besides these he wrote some other
smaller treatiscs. For about half a century, he
produced a mass of literature, which were published
in the weekly Bangabast, the monthly magazine
Veda Vyas ( #% =gt ), and other papers and which
if collected would form a heap of books. Ile
translated into Bengali the Sankar Bhasya T%T
weq of Srimat Bhagabat Gita which was published
with other commentaries by Pandit Prasanna
Kumar Shastri.

After leaving Calcutta he came to reside at
Behrampur on the holy bank of the Bhagirathi
where he built a house. He had a great many
disciples and admirers, and there are still hundreds
of men in Bengal who were benefited by his
precepts in formation of character. But the
number of his Mantra Sisyas ( ®=a tasa ) was very
small. He was very strict in the obscrvance of
religious practices and tried his utmost to follow
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to the letter the precepts and injunctions laid
down in the shastras. He did not care to amass
wealth, which at one time he could easily do if he
was 80 inclined.

In 1890, Sir Andrew Scoble, Law Member to
the Govt. of India, introduced in the Indian Leg-
islative Council the first Age of Consent Bill,
and there was a tremendous opposition to it from
all parts of Bengal as it encroached upon the
social and religious rights and customs of the
Hindus. Pandit 'Tarkachuramani was the
leader of the opposition. Some tempting offers of
Govt. favours were made to him, but he spurned
thern like bits of straw and stuck to his gun.
The Bill was of course passed into law raising
the age of consent of married women to twelve
years, although it subscquently proved to be a
dead letter. But the great agitation launched
forth by him paved the way for the future nation-
al awakening. It also showed his immense in-
fluence at the time.

After returning to Berhampur he lived a re-
tired life. It was at this time that he conceived the
idea of writing the Churamani darsan. Butittook
long years to put it into practice. Sir Manindra
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Chandra Nandi K. C. I. E., Maharaja of
Kasimbazar (Berhampur) who was a great patron
of learning and staunch Hindu, heard of his in-
tention, and appointed a Pandit to act as his
amanuensis, as Pandit Churamani could not then
wield his pen on account of feebleness. The
Bengali manuscript of this work was written by
that Pandit at the author’s dictation. The book
was written in Sanskrit in order to make it avail-
able to Tndian scholars outside Bengal and also
scholars of foreign countries.

Pandit Churamani enjoyed a pension from
the estate of Rani Annakali Devi, widow of his
late patron Rai Bahadur Annada Prasad Roy,
till his death. He also received much pecuniary
assistance from some of his rich disciples of the
Pakur Raj family, a prominent member of which
Kumar Jnanendra Chandra Pande has laid the
Hindu society under deep obligation by bearing
the entire cost of bringing out this valuable
posthumous work of Pandit Tarkachuramani.
It would be well to publish a Bengali translation
of the book for the benefit of the Bengalis.

Pandit Tarkachuramani breathed his last at
77 years of age on the 1st Falgoon, 1335 ( 1928 )
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on the holy bank of the Ganges. It isa matter
of regret that the older generation of Bengalis
seem to have forgotten himm and the vounger
generation do not know him, although they are
all enjoying the fruits of his labours. But when
a history of the revival of the Hindu religion
will be written, the name of Pandit Sasadhar
Tarkachuramani will be written in letters of gold.

Jateendra Mohan Sinha Rai Bahadur,
(Retired Magistrate-Collocter, Bengal)
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